
Outcome	statement	of	CSLF	European	event:	stakeholder	message	to	the	Ministers	

Recommendations	to	Ministers:	

1. Recognise	the	importance	of	CCS	to	meeting	Paris	Agreement	targets	by	providing	a	clear	message	of	long-
term	 political	 support.	 CCS	 is	 an	 essential	 part	 of	 the	 routes	 to	 decarbonisation	 because	 it	 specifically	
addresses	 CO2	 emissions	 for	 which	 there	 are	 no	 clear	 alternatives	 including	 a	 significant	 share	 of	 the	
emissions	from	energy	intensive	industries,	and	negative	emissions.	CCS	can	also	complement	other	low	
carbon	solutions	in	power	and	heat	generation.		

a. All	countries	 to	assess	 the	role	 for	CCS	 in	achieving	national	2030	and	2050	emission	targets	with	
comparative	 costs	 for	 different	 routes,	 including	 for	 energy	 and	 commodity	 sectors.	 In	 countries	
where	it	is	concluded	CCS	has	a	key	role	to	play,	CCS	should	be	specified	in	national	climate,	energy,	
industry	and	 infrastructure	plans	as	well	as	the	Paris	Agreement	mandated	Nationally	Determined	
Contributions.	

b. Identify	national	sources	of	CO2	emissions	that	can	best	be	reduced	through	the	use	of	CCS,	along	
with	CO2	storage	sites	that	could	be	commissioned	within	a	decade,	noting	in	particular	geographical	
clusters	of	emitting	sources	that	can	be	served	by	shared	CO2	transport	and	storage	infrastructure.		

2. Develop	tailored	financial	mechanisms	to	support	CCS	rollout	to	deployment,	recognising	its	unique	role	
in	decarbonising	multiple	sectors.	

a. Consider	most	appropriate	financial	mechanisms	to	drive	CCS	forward	given	the	current	state	of	CCS	
in	each	country,	ensuring	income	and	costs	are	distributed	appropriately	(and	including	the	role	for	
utilisation	in	advancing	long	term	CO2	storage	where	appropriate).		

b. Funding	should	be	ring-fenced	specifically	 for	CCS	from	e.g.	green	taxes.	Financial	support	such	as	
government	grants,	will	be	needed	for	early	CCS	projects.	

c. Prioritise	 CCS	 in,	 and	 provide	 funding	 via,	 mechanisms	 such	 as	 H2020,	 Mission	 Innovation	 and	
ERDF/INTERREG	to	target	remaining	barriers	to	large	scale	implementation	of	CCS.	

3. Reflect	in	policy	messaging	that	we	should	not	wait	to	implement	CCS.	Action	is	urgently	required.	CCS	is	
ready	for	roll-out	and	significant	investment	is	needed	now	to	achieve	deployment	by	2030.	

a. Include	CCS	in	next	iteration	of	national	infrastructure	plans,	recognising	the	likely	need	for	a	public	
sector	body	to	supervise/build	core	transport	and	storage	infrastructure.		Lessons	from	national	and	
transnational	transport	of	energy	commodities	to	be	considered.	

4. Establish	relationships	between	regulators	and	CCS	project	developers/operators	in	their	Member	State	
to	build	trust	by	sharing	knowledge	on	developing	large-scale	projects	

a. Establish	national	ministerial	body	with	mandate	to	engage	with	CCS	project	developers/operators	to	
build	long	term	relationship	and	to	share	knowledge	and	experience	

5. Provide	 policy	 support	 for	 collaboration	 with	 industrial	 companies	 and	 industrial	 regions	 on	 CCS	 to	
overcome	commercial	barriers	to	implementation	of	CCS.	This	can	help	support	development	of	national	
industries	that	will	underpin	sustainable	jobs	and	growth	for	future	decades	

a. Establish	 mechanisms	 and	 funding	 to	 encourage	 close	 private-public-partnerships	 in	 areas	 with	
clusters	of	industrial	sources	that	could	be	decarbonised	with	CCS	

	
	



Recommendations	to	the	CSLF	

1. Stakeholders	support	the	new	regional	approach	and	urge	CSLF	to	further	develop	this	strategy.		

a. Hold	CSLF	regional	stakeholder	meetings	once	a	year.	Stakeholders	expressed	that	regional	 issues	
are	their	main	topics	of	interest	for	future	meetings.		

2. Assess	 the	need	 for	 a	new	CCS	advocacy/campaigning	group	 that	 can	help	build	 support	 in	 Europe	by	
engaging	with	members	of	the	European	Parliament	and	ministers	of	national	governments.		

a. European	Stakeholder	Group	champions	to	explore	how	best	to	action	this	alongside	participants	in	
the	2017	stakeholder	meeting.		

b. The	 advocacy	 group	 needs	 to	 establish	 a	 common	 platform	 using	 key	 messages	 from	 the	 CSLF	
stakeholder	events	and	international	advisory	bodies	such	as	IEA	on	integrating	CCS	alongside	other	
low	carbon	solutions	for	a	net	zero	emission	future.	

3. The	 CSLF	 Policy	 Group	 Communications	 Task	 Force	 to	 reframe	 the	 messaging	 on	 CCS	 to	 gain	 wider	
support.		

a. Communicate	more	widely	that	CCS	is	ready	to	be	scaled	up	to	deployment.	Recognise	and	build	on	
the	decades	of	operational	experience	proving	CO2	can	be	captured,	transported	and	stored	in	a	safe	
manner.			

b. An	open	dialogue	with	the	broader	climate	community	(e.g.	NGOs,	action	groups)	to	address	issues	
and	build	support	for	CCS	as	a	necessary	climate	tool	is	a	key	first	step	to	enabling	CCS.	CSLF	Policy	
Group	Communications	Task	Force	to	engage	in	an	open	dialogue	with	the	wider	climate	community.		

c. Communicate	CCS	success	stories	and	its	 integral	role	as	part	of	the	climate	solution	to	the	public	
recognising	that	communication	and	narrative	are	country-specific.	Set	out	the	near-term	benefits	of	
CCS,	e.g.	safeguarding	and	creating	jobs.		

4. CSLF	 Technical	Group	 to	 enable	 knowledge	 sharing	 on	 practical	 approaches	 to	 dealing	with	 risks	 and	
liabilities	for	CCS	projects.		

a. Establish	how	risks	and	liabilities	have	been	dealt	with	by	projects	that	are	in	operation.	Strategies	
that	could	satisfy	both	project	operators	and	the	Competent	Authority	could	also	be	explored	through	
‘dry	run’	applications	for	test	cases	in	a	number	of	countries.	Group	to	report	to	the	CSLF	ministerial	
meeting	in	2019.	

5. Explore	 synergies	 for	CCS	and	CO2	utilisation	 (while	ensuring	net	negative	emissions).	Utilisation	 could	
enable	large	scale	storage	by,	for	example,	providing	an	incentive	to	industry	to	invest	in	CCS	technologies	
thereby	reducing	costs	for	CCS	projects.		

a. Set	up	a	regional	working	group	focused	on	utilisation	of	CO2	in	Europe	and	the	necessary	regulatory	
framework	to	fully	explore	this	issue	and	to	make	specific	recommendations	to	the	CSLF	ministerial	
meeting	 in	 2019,	 taking	 into	 consideration	 the	 abatement	 potential	 of	 individual	 utilisation	 value	
chains.	

6. Provide	technical	information	to	support	decisions	on	the	role	of	CCS	in	meeting	Paris	Agreement	targets	

a. It	is	recommended	that	the	CSLF	Technical	Working	Group	provides	a	summary	for	ministers	on	where	
CCS	specifically	addresses	CO2	emissions	for	which	there	are	no	clear	alternatives	(e.g.	cement	and	
steel	manufacture,	energy	intensive	industries),	where	it	can	complement	other	low	carbon	solutions	
in	power	and	heat	generation	and	the	role	for	CCS	in	negative	emissions	(BECCS).	 	



Supporting	Statements	from	the	2017	CSLF	European	Stakeholder	meeting	

The	messaging	on	climate	needs	to	be	clear.	IPCC	2°C	scenarios	rely	heavily	on	emission	reduction	in	all	sectors	
and	on	negative	emissions	and	therefore	on	CCS.	We	need	to	do	whatever	we	can	now	to	reduce	our	emissions.	
CCS	is	ready	now,	low	carbon	cement	can	be	manufactured	now.	Today	there	are	21	CCS	projects	constructed	
or	under	development	globally,	with	applications	in	most	of	the	key	CO2	emitting	sectors.	Successes	over	the	
past	 decades	 have	 proven	 the	 technical	 viability	 of	 CCS;	 the	 focus	 of	ministers	 in	 coming	 years	must	 be	 on	
overcoming	the	non-technical	barriers	to	implementation	of	CCS.		

Long	term	political	support	for	CCS	was	rated	as	the	most	important	enabler	of	CCS	projects.	Survey	respondents	
ranked	stronger	political	commitment	to	decarbonisation	as	the	most	significant	issue	to	their	organisation.		

CCS	does	not	require	policy	parity	with	low-CO2	energy	technologies.	Instead	specific	mechanisms	to	enable	CCS	
should	be	 implemented,	 recognising	 that	CCS	 is	a	unique	decarbonisation	tool	applicable	 in	multiple	sectors	
including	heavy	 industry,	power,	heat,	 transport	and	waste.	CCS	 is	currently	 the	only	way	to	reduce	process	
emissions	from	the	manufacture	of	essential	commodities	such	as	cement	and	steel.	CCS	is	also	currently	the	
only	 way	 to	 achieve	 large-scale	 negative	 emissions	 (via	 bioenergy	 with	 CCS).	 Without	 CCS,	 extensive	
electrification	of	all	 sectors	will	 require	significant	upgrades	 to	 the	European	electricity	 infrastructure,	and	a	
currently	unfeasible	amount	of	new	renewable	generation.		

Straightforward	regulatory	mechanisms	such	as	firm	regional/national/local	targets	and	emission	performance	
standards	can	provide	important	long	term	signals	needed	for	investment	in	CCS.		A	requirement	from	the	EU	
Parliament	to	initiate	mechanisms	for	deep	decarbonisation	could	be	a	key	driver.	However,	regulation	alone	
will	not	drive	CCS,	financial	support	mechanisms/incentives	for	investment	need	to	be	developed.	

Demonstrating	a	sustainable	business	case	was	ranked	as	a	key	enabler	for	large	scale	storage	projects	by	survey	
respondents.	Certificate	systems	to	reward	CO2	stored,	grants	for	large	scale	projects,	and	carbon	valuation	(cap	
and	trade,	CO2	tax)	were	rated	as	the	most	effective	financial	mechanisms	for	enabling	CCS	projects.	A	range	of	
financial	mechanisms	will	be	needed	depending	on	maturity	of	CCS	in	each	country.	Different	business	models	
will	be	required	for	the	separate	parts	of	the	CCS	chain.		

In	the	early	pre-commercial	phase	governments	should	deliver	grants	and	risk	guarantees	to	get	projects	to	a	
stage	where	an	investment	decision	can	be	made.	Such	cooperation	must	be	supplemented	with	incentives	to	
secure	transition	towards	a	market-based	approach	in	the	longer	term.	Stakeholders	recommended	that	funding	
should	be	ring-fenced	specifically	for	CCS	from	e.g.	CO2	tax	incomes.	This	reflects	that	a	CO2	tax	should	be	seen	
as	a	transitional	mechanism	to	drive	economy-wide	decarbonisation.		

The	issue	of	long	term	liability	was	identified	as	a	barrier	to	large	scale	implementation	that	could	be	overcome	
through	 knowledge	 sharing	 from	existing	projects.	 Case	 studies	 are	needed	 to	demonstrate	 liability	 and	 risk	
sharing	through	the	CCS	chain	over	the	lifetime	of	a	CCS	project.		

Messaging	needs	to	be	clear	and	understandable	to	all.	Promote	CCS	success	stories	to	show	‘CCS	is	real	and	
ready	now’.	Engaging	more	fully	with	the	public	and	wider	climate	community	is	essential	to	moving	CCS	forward.	

European	 CSLF	 Stakeholders	 urge	 Ministers	 to	 establish	 relationships	 between	 regulators	 and	 CCS	 project	
developers/operators	 in	 their	 Member	 State	 to	 build	 trust,	 share	 knowledge	 and	 to	 overcome	 remaining	
regulatory	and	policy	barriers	to	CCS	projects.	Policies	on	transboundary	transport	of	CO2	and	supporting	public-
private	partnerships	were	highlighted	by	survey	respondents	as	potential	CCS	project	enablers.	

Meeting	attendees	and	survey	respondents	made	it	clear	that	CCS	and	CO2	utilisation	are	viewed	as	different	
technologies,	with	different	 drivers.	 The	 role	 for	 utilisation	 in	 enabling	 storage	 and	 suitability	 of	 the	 various	
technologies	for	Europe	requires	further	assessment.	

	



Background	

The	 Carbon	 Sequestration	 Leadership	 Forum	 (CSLF)	 has	 reorganised	 its	 stakeholder	 engagement	 process	 in	
advance	 of	 the	 CSLF	Ministerial	Meeting	 to	 be	 held	 in	 the	 UAE	 the	week	 of	 December	 4,	 2017.	 A	 regional	
approach	was	taken	with	regional	champions	for	the	Americas,	Europe,	The	Mid-East	&	Africa,	and	Asia.	Each	
champion	organised	a	stakeholder	meeting	in	their	region	and	reported	the	outcomes	to	the	CSLF.	

This	“Message	to	the	Ministers”	represents	the	key	stakeholder	messages	from	the	European	Regional	Meeting	
held	October	6th	2017	in	Brussels.	About	30	stakeholders	attended	the	meeting.	

Participants	and	additional	stakeholders	were	asked	to	complete	a	survey	ahead	of	the	European	stakeholder	
meeting.	Forty-three	responses	were	received,	with	the	main	respondent	groups	being	government	stakeholders	
(28%),	 research	 stakeholders	 (28%)	 and	 private	 industry	 stakeholders	 (23%).	Most	 respondents	 (88%)	 were	
based	 in	Europe.	Many	respondents	had	expertise	 in	CO2	storage	 (38%)	with	 the	second	 largest	group	being	
CCS/CCUS	project	developer/operator	(16%).		

	


